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ENGLISH 
GOLD COINS 


FROM 


The Eighteenth Year of King Edward the Third, 


when Gold was firſt coined in England, 
to the preſent Time. 


WIT H 


Their Weights and intrinſic Values. 


By Martin Folkes, Eſq; 


LON D O YN, 
Reprinted in the YEAR, MDCCXLv. 
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1 ENGLISH 
GOLD COINS = 


LORENS, at fix ſhillings each; with HAL VES and 18 Ev. III. 
QUARTERS in proportion. The weight of the whole 344. { 
floren being 108 Troy , and the value 19 /ſþil- | 
lings, of our preſent money. © j 
They were recalled preſently, but if any of them ſhall 
hereafter be found, they will readily be known, by the 
type of two leopards upon the whole floren, one leopard 
; upon the half, and a helmet upon the quarter. 
©, |  NosLEs, at fix ſhillings and eight pennies each; Saus 
with HaLves and QUARTERS, Weight 136.7 grains ; FPS Ce 
value 245. and a pennie. 
NoBLEs, etc. as before. Weight 128.6 grains. Value 20 Sauz. a ] 
11% half Penne. 
NosLss, etc. as before. Weight 120 grains. Value 215. 27 Sanz. 


4 14% half-peante. A þ 

There is ſome variety in the legends of theſe laſt it 

4 picces, which are the only gold coins of this king, now il 

commonly found, 1 
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4 A TABLE OF 


1 Ric. II. NoBLEs, HALVES, and QUARTERS, of the ſame weight 
1377. and value as the laſt. 


1 Hex. IV. THERE SAME, 
1399. | RF 
13 Sauk. The saug, but lighter; the noble weighing only 108 
grams, Value 195. 


1 Flew. V. THE SAME. 
1412, 


1 Hexn.VI, THE SAME, 
1422, Sk 


1 Eow. IV. Treg sAHE. But in his 4“ year the noble was raiſed 
1401, to eight ſhillings and two pennics. 
5 Saur. NEW NOBLES or RIALS at ten ſhillings each, with 
- HALVES and QUARTERS, Weight 120 gr. Value 215. 
1d, half-penne : as allo, 
ANGELS, at fix ſhillings and eight pennies each, with 
HALVEs called aNGELETS. Weight 80 grains. Value 145. 
and a pennie. 
49Hxx. VI. There was an indenture for coining the like Ax ELS and 
14/% ANGELETS, and it is very probable that there were ſome 
ſuch coined, tho' I have not as yet ſeen any of them. I 
ſhould ſuppoſe however that they would eaſily be known, 
by their near reſemblance to king Edward's angels; and 
poſſibly by the omiſſion of the roſe upon the reverſe. 
King Edward coined after his reſtauration the ſame 
pieces as before: there was alſo a maſter and worker of 
the mint appointed in the name of king Edward the fifth, 
but it is not probable that he coined any new moneys, 
1 Ric. III. RIALSs, HALVES, and QUARTERS; ANGELS and AN- 
n GELETS, the fame as thoſe of the 5® of king Edward the 
fourth; but I have only ſeen the two laſt. 
Hex. VII. Tus sau PIECES; and ſome years after, 
1495: SOVEREIGNS Or DOUBLE RIALS at twenty ſhillings 
each, Weight 240 gr. Value 425, and three penmes. 


I have 
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ENGLISH GOLD COINS. 5 


I have alſo ſeen of this king, a quaDrUPLE RIAL or 1H. VI. | 


j DOUBLE SOVEREIGN, Weighing an ounce. 1485. | 
F SOVEREIGNS, RIALS, HALVES and QUARTERS, AN-1 H. VIII. 
GELS and ANGELETS; as before. 1509. 


The ſovereign was advanced to 225. 6d. the rial to 18 Saur. 
| Its, 3 d. and the angel to 7s. 6d. Half rials and quar- 
| ter rials were omitted: and there were added, 

GEORGE-NOBLES at fix ſhillings and eight pennies each, | 
with halves called roxTY-eENN1E-PLlECEs, Weight 71.1 | 
grains. Value 125. and 6 pennres. | 

Hitherto, all theſe coins had been of the old ſtandard of 0 hin ft £2 84 
England for gold moneys, which was 22 carats 3 grains « WE 6 Hd ems. | 
and a half fine gold, to half a grain of allay : but other © 2 <7 27 © = <q 
ſtandards being now introduced, they are from this time eee 
expreſſed in the table : ha there were coined 

Crowns oF THE DOUBLE ROSE at 5 ſhillings each, | 
with HALF CcRowNs anſwerable; of new ſtandard gold, | 
or of gold 22 carats fine, Weight 37 3 grams, Value 9 3 d. 
Halſepennie. 

SOVEREIGNS at 20 ſhillings each, with HAL so E- 34 Saus. 

REIGNsS; of gold 23 carats fine, Weight 200 grams, Va- 
lue 33s. 119d. farthing: as allo, 

ANGELS at eight ſhillings each, ANGELETS and QUAR= 
TER ANGELS. Weight 80 grams. Value 13s. 6d. three 
fourths. 
| Theſe angels are diſtinguiſhed by an annulet, com- | 
monly called a gun-hole, on the fide of the ſhip. [ 

SoVERE1GNsSat twenty ſhillings each, HAL VES, CROWNS, 36 Saus. 
and HALF CROWNS; of new ſtandard or crown gold, 

22 carats fine, Weight 192 grains. Value 3 18. 1 d. three 
fourths. 

THE SAME PIECES, and of the ſame weights, but baſer ; 37 Sanz. 
being of gold only 20 carats fine, Value 28s. 3d. zhree 


fourths, 
5 B THE 
HM 

8 E t) = — 24 Caray 5: 4 
2 / (4.44-/ 
2 4 { ar att . eracas ot JL. 
* 2 : — 1 | | . 
. | oy wi AAR —— 3 ol. Aa 72. 9 TJ & Cues: 


6 


1 Epw. VI. 


1546. 
3 SAME, 


4 SAME. 


6 SAME, 


1 Mary, 


1553. 


AT ABLE O F 


THz SAME PIECES, and of the ſame weight and allay 
as thoſe of the 37 of king Henry the eighth. 

SovEREIGNS of crown gold, at twenty ſhillings each, 
Weight 169.4 grains. Value 275. 64. I have allo ſeen a 
treble piece of this ſort ; and there were coined beſides, 

HaLlr $SOVEREIGNS, CROWNS, and HALF CROWNS, an- 
ſwerable to the Sovereigns. Of theſe there are two ſorts, 
the one with the king's profile head crowned, and the other 
bare. There are alſo varieties in the legends of the pieces 
of the ſame kind. 

SoveREIGNS at twenty-four ſhillings each, with nate 
$OVEREIGNS; of old ſtandard gold: but I have only ſeen 
the whole ſovereign. Weight 240 grams. Value 42s. and 
three pennies. And at the fame time were minted, 

ANGELS at eight ſhillings each, and anceLETs, Weight 
80 grains. Value 14s. and a penme. 

There were alfo ſtruck ſome DousLs soveREIGNS 
weighing an ounce; and I have ſeen a $1x-ANGEL piece, 
but I am not ſure that it was intended for a coin. 

The ſovereigns of the laſt ſort were advanced to thirty 
ſhillings each, the angels to ten ſhillings; and there were 
coined beſides, 

SoveRE1GNS of crown gold, at twenty ſhillings each, 
with HALF SOVEREIGNS, CROWNS, and HALF CROWNS 
anſwerable: all theſe laſt pieces repreſenting the king half 
bodied and in armour. Weight 174.5 grains. Value 28s, 
3 d. three fourths. 


SovEREIGNS at thirty ſhillings each, of old ſtandard 
gold, with r1ALs at fifteen ſhillings, Ad GELs at ten ſhil- 
lings, and HALF ANGELS at five; their weight and value 
the ſame as thoſe of the 4" of king Edward the ſixth. 

have have ſeen no gold pieces coined. after the queen's 


marriage, except angels and half angels only, 


Soy E 


— 


ENGLISH GOLD COINS. 7 


SOVEREIGNS etc. of old ſtandard gold, the ſame as 1 Ez. 
queen Mary's; to which were added quarTeR ANGELS: 588 
as alſo 

SoVEREIGNS of crown gold at twenty ſhillings each, with 
HALF SOVEREIGNS, CROWNS, and HALF CROWNS; the 
fame as thoſe of the 6 year of king Edward. 

There were ſome of theſe laſt pieces coined by the mill, 
and very neatly; but I do not remember to have ſeen 
the whole ſovereign ſo coined, 

ANGELS of old ſtandard gold at ten ſhillings each; 43 Saur. 
HALF ANGELS and QUARTER ANGELS, Weight 79.3 gr. 

Value 13s. and 11 penmes. And of crown gold, 

SOVEREIGNS at twenty ſhillings each, with HaLves, 
CROWNS, and HALF CROWNS, Weight 171.9 gr. Value 
275. 109. half-penme. 

Theſe laſt coins of queen Elizabeth are readily diſtin- 
guiſhed from her others, by the ſeveral mint marks .1. ox 
2. upon them. 5 

Tak SAME PIECES of crown gold as the laſt. They 1 Jaws I, 
have all ANG. sco, upon them: whereas all his following 10s. 
coins have MAG, BR. 

SOVEREIGNS Or UNITS of crown gold, commonly called 2 Saur. 
ſcepter pieces, at 20s, each; with DOUBLE CROWNS, 8R1- 

TISH CROWNS, and HALF CROWNS, Weight 154.8 grams, 


Value 25s. 1 d. farthing. As allo, 


THIisTLE-CROWNS, at four ſhillings each. Weight 3 1 gr. 
Value 5 s. and a faribing. 

Rosk kIALs of old ſtandard gold, at thirty ſhillings each, , Saur. 
and SPUR-RIALS at fifteen ſhillings. Weight 21 3.3. grains. 
Value 37s. 64. hbalf-pennie. Together with, 

ANGELS at ten ſhillings each, and HALF ANGEL s. 
Weight 71.1 grams. Value 12. and 6 pennies. 

All gold coins were advanced by proclamation, after the 9 Saus. 


rate of two {ſhillings upon every twenty, 


TrirTy: 


_——_—  —— — w _ 


8 A TABLE OF 
17 Jau. I. TrirTY $SHILLING PIECES and FIFTEEN SHILLING 
1020. PIECES, of old ſtandard gold. Weight 194.2 gr. Value 
345. 2d. half-pennie. As alſo 
TEN SHILLING PIECES OT NEW ANGELS. Weight 64.7, 
Value 115. 49. three fourths. And of crown gold, 


UNiTs or TWENTY SHILLING PIECES Commonly called 


broad pieces, DOUBLE-CROWNS OT TEN SHILLING PIECES, 
and BRITISH-CROWNS Or FIVE SHILLING PIECES, Weight 
140.5 grains. Value 225. 9 d. half-penme. All theſe have 
the king's head laureat. 
r Cnan. I. TE SAME PIECES of crown gold as the laſt, There 
1025. were of theſe ſeveral types, ſome repreſenting the king with 
a ruff, and having a plain eſcutcheon on the reverſe; and 
others cxhibiting his perſon in a band, and his arms in an 
oval ſhield upon the other fide, He alſo coined of old 
ſtandard gold, 
ANGE1s, the ſame as thoſe of the 17 year of king 
James: they were his only coins of that ſtandard, and in- 
deed the laſt ſtruck in England: all thoſe that follow be- 
ing of the new ſtandard, or of crown gold 22 carats fine. 
KING Charles in his troubles coined THREE-POUND- 
PIECES, TWENTY-SHILLING PIECES, and TEN-SHILLING=- 
PIECES, at Oxford: all with the legend EXVR GAT. DEVsõ. 
etc. They were beſides ſtamped with the Welſh-Feathers, 
the mark of the mint at Aberiſtwith; whoſe officers at- 
tended the king, after the parliament had taken poſſeſſion 
of the mint in the Tower of London, about the end of the 
year 1642, The weight of theſe three-pound pieces, was 
the ſame as that of three of his common broad pieces, or 
of 421.4 grains, and the others were made in proportion 
thereunto. | 
Cu. II. {have ſeen among what are commonly called the ſiege 
1045. pieces, a TWENTY-SHILLING-PIECE of gold, ſtruck at 
Pontefract, and there may be others of the ſame ſort. It 


was 


4 


ENGLISH GOLD COINS. 0 


was eight corner'd, and coined juſt after the king's death; 1 Citan 11, 
while the caſtle ſtill held out for king Charles the ſecond. 
TwenTyY, TEN, and FLlVE-SHILLING-PIECES, of the C. a. 
ſame weight as thoſe of king Charles; but with the arms . 
and ſtyle of the Common-wealth. 
TwENTY SHILLING-?1EC&5, of the ſame weight, with O!ror Pr. 


the head and ſtyle of the Protector. They were milled, 8 


finely graved, and edged. FirTY-SHILLING PIECES of 


the ſame, weighing 35 1.2 grains, with letters on the edge; 
and 1 have jecn the puncheon that was cut for a TEN 
SHILLING PIECE, I apprehend notwithſtanding, that 
theſe pieces were never regularly publiſhed as lawful mo- 
neys of England, ſince I find that the coins of the Com- 
mon Wealth were continued to the very time of the King's 
reſtauration. When, 

TwenTY, TEN, and FlVE-SHILLING BROAD PIECES 12 Cn. II. 
were coined, the ſame as thoſe of king Charles the firſt. 19%» 
The head was laureat, and ſome of the pieces had XX, X, 
or V upon them, and others were without. There were alſo 
in the year 1662, VNITS or TWENTY SHILLING PIECES 
of the ſame weight, coincd by the mill and preſs. 

TwENTY SHILLING PIECES, commonly called 6G Uu1- 1; Sanz. 

NEAS, milled and edged; as alſo TEN SH1ILLING PiFcCEs, 
FORTY SHILLING PIECES, and FIVE POUND PIECES: forty 
four guineas and a half being coined out of the pound 
Troy, and the other pieces in proportion. Whence the 
true weight of the guinea will be found that of 129.438 
Troy grains. 

FIVE POUND PIECES, FORTY SHILLING PIECES, GUI- 1 Jam. II. 
NEAS, and HALF GUINEAS, as before; the five pound 14. 
picce weighing 647.19 Troy grains. 

THE SAME: and with the king's head and ſtyle only, W. & M. 
after the queen's death. 1088. 

THE SAME PIECES, as in the two foregoing reigns. ANN 

C Tus: 


10 


1 GEOR. I. 


1714. 


1 Geo. II. 


1727. 


A TABLE OF 


THE sauE; but in December 1717, guineas, which 


had for ſeveral years paſſed at 21s. 6 4. although coined 
for twenty-ſhilling pieces only, were made current by pro- 
clamation at one and twenty ſhillings: and the year 
following were coined beſides the other moneys, ſome 
QUARTER GUINEAS, Weighing each, 32.36 gras. 
GUuiNEas, at one and twenty ſhillings each, nay 6Ut- 
NEAS, DOUBLE GUINEAS, and FIVE GUINEA PIECES; but 
no quarter guineas have as yet been coined, ſince the ac- 


ceſſion of his preſent majeſty. 


Addenda. 


SINE the publiſhing of this table in 1736, the wor- 
thy and curious Brian Fairfax eſq. has found and 
cured the quarter-{loren of king Edward the third, char- 
ved with a helmet agrecably to what is ſaid of it in the 
rſt paragraph: and my reſpected friend, Taylor White elq. 
not long aiter met with the noble of the 20” year of the 
ſame king, exactly reſembling the common nobles of his 
27" year, but weighing within half a grain of the full 
weight here aſſigned it. 

My good friend alſo Mr. Peter Sainthill, much about the 
ſame time, firſt met with a Henry's angel, every way ſuit- 


ing the deſcription I. had ventured to give in the 40 page 


of thoſe coined in the 49" year of king Henry the fixth ; 


and having a fleur de lis in the place of the roſe, which 
1 apprehended would be wanting upon theſe coins: 


fince which two or three more like angels are come to 
light, and Dr. Mead has found an angelet every way an- 


ſwering to the ſame. 
Ma, Sainthill has beſides met with a gold c: coin of king. 
Edward the fixth, that I had never before either ſeen or 
heard of: it exatly reſembles the half crown of the . 
roſe 


ENGLISH GOLD COINS. 
role of king Henry the eighth, and weighs about 28 Troy 


grains. There was in all probability a crown likewiſe of the 


fame ſort, and I ſhould aſſign them both to the 3* year of 
this king: when he appears to have coined crown gold, and 
when the weight of a noble made proportionable to his 
twenty-ſhilling ſovereign of that gold, would have been 
that of 56.5 grams, lels than a grain ſhort of the crown 
of the double roſe of king Henry the eighth ; and which 
muſt it ſelf at this time have been current for the advanced 
price of fix ſhillings and eight pennies. 

I SHALL only add in this place the actual weights by 
the ballance, of ſome of the gold coins above mentioned ; 
among which I have taken the faircit and the heavieſt 
pieces, whenever I had it in my power to make any choice, 


Gold comms well preſerved, or but little dimiuiſhhed. 


Troy Gr. 
A quarter floren of king Edward III. Ola ſtand. 26. 9. 
A noble of the ſame, of his 20" year, - = 128. 
A common noble of the ſame, - 1 
A noble of king Richard II. — - 140. 
A noble of king Henry IV. - - 119. 5. 
A noble of king Henry V. - - 108. 
A noble of king Henry VI. — — = 107. h. 
A rial of king Edward IV. = - =. 4 49 O 
An angel of the ſame, = 79. h. 
An angel, ſuppoſed of the 49" of Hengy VI - 79. 7. 
An angel of king Richard III. — 79. 
A ſovereign, or double rial of king Fer vi l. - 239.9 
An angel of the ſame, — = 79. h. 
A ſovereign, as I think, of king Henty VIII. - 239. /. 
An angel of the ſame, - — — 79. 39: 
A George noble of the ſame, — = 70, 


N crown. 
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A TABLE OF, etc. 


A fifty ſhilling piece of Oliver Cromwell, - +» 351. 
A milled unit of king Charles II, 1662, - 141. 


A guinea of the ſame, 1663, = 
A five pound piece of the ſame, — 


Troy Gr, 
A crown of the double roſe. 22 carats fine, - is 7. 
A ſovereign of his 34“ year. 2 3 fine, = 199 6. 
A gun-hole angel, - 79. 
A ſovereign of his z6" year. Crown gel, 190. þ. 
A ſovereign of his 37 year. 20 carats fine, = 190, 
A half ſovereign of the 1” of king Edward VI. = 95. h. 
A ſovereign of his 1 year. Crown gold, 169. 
A ſovereign of his 4 year, Old Fe. - 1 
An angel of the ſame, — — 77. 
A ſovereign of his 6 year. Crown cold = 154-4. 
A ſovereign of queen Mary. Old fand. — 239. 
An angel 'of Philip and Mar,, 80. 
A ſovereign of queen Elizabeth, — „„ 
An angel of the ſame, — — - wo. 
A ſovereign of the ſame. Crown gold. - 5 173, Þ, 
A ſovereign of her 43* year, - - „ Ft 
A like lovereign of king James I. - - 171,34. 
An unit of his 2* year, called a ſcepter piece, = 155. 
A roſe rial of the ſame. Old — 213. 
An angel of the ſame, — — 
A thirty ſhilling piece of bis 17 e i;. 3 9. 
A laureat twenty piece. Crown gold, 140. 
An exur gat three- pound piece of king Charles I. 421. %. 
A twenty ſhilling piece of the Common-wealth, 140. þ, 


1 


N 


